Riding on the City of Los Angeles

How | researched my dad’s sleeper car on a trip
he took in 1947

Presented by
Chuck Thomas

NMRA Metro-North Division, Northeast Region
May 24, 2025

chuckthomas350@gmail.com



mailto:chuckthomas350@gmail.com

Background

My father, Cal Thomas, rode the Union Pacific City of
Los Angeles on a business trip from Los Angeles to
Chicago in November 1947 when | was 7 months old.

 Enroute, he wrote a letter to the family on City of Los
Angeles stationary that included a few clues to as to
the car he was riding.

* | found the letter after he passed away and wanted
to see if | could identify his actual car.

| model the Union Pacific in the Los Angeles basin in
1955 and | thought it would also be fun to have a
model of his car on my layout.




Dad’s Letter

CITY OF LOS ANGELES
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Clues in the letter .....
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9:30 am
50 miles beyond Salt Lake
toward Wyoming

/ “My car 1045 is the tail-end car.”




What | knew so far ....

v’ Dad was riding on the City of Los Angeles.

v’ The train left Los Angeles on November 6, the
evening before he wrote the letter.

v’ He was riding in a sleeper car rather than a
coach.

v He was In the last car on the train.

v The “car number” was 1045.

4 It was snowing hard in Northeastern Utah ....




Where to begin?

In 2008 | turned to two contacts in the Union Pacific
Historical Society; Dick Harley and Dave Seidel.

First, | learned that UP sleeper cars were not
“numbered,” they were “named.”

Second, “1045” was the “Passenger Loading
Number” (versus Car Road Number) displayed by
the car door to facilitate boarding.

« Therefore, 1045 meant “Train 104, 5" Sleeper.”

Third, | needed to identify the “trainset” that left Los
Angeles Union Passenger Terminal (LAUPT) on
November 6



City of Los Angeles (aka “COLA”) In 1947

 The Union Pacific operated four trainsets on the
COLA in 1947 — 7t 16th, 9th and 17" — in that
sequence.

« A “trainset” were the coaches, sleepers, diners,
and lounges that remained more-or-less intact,
and in position, as a consist over time.

« Trains from Los Angeles to Chicago were
numbered 104; trains from Chicago to Los
Angeles were numbered 103.

 Beginning on May 14, 1947 trains “sailed” daily
In both directions.




City of Los Angeles (aka “COLA”) In 1947 (contd)

Dad’s train, #104, was scheduled to leave LAUPT
on Thursday evening, November 6 at 5:00 pm,
and arrive in Chicago 39 hours and 40 minutes
later on Saturday morning, November 8 at 10:40
am.



First Conclusion: Dad’s car was the Baldy
Mountain

“The car in question is the Baldy Mountain. It was
the only one of the four rear-end Ilounge/
observation cars used on the COLA in 1947 that also

had sleeping rooms and carried Pullman loading
number 1045.” bave Seidel, October 2008

SOURCE: UPHS expert files, The Union Pacific Streamliners by Ranks and Kratville,
and Utah Rails website




The answer appeared to be straight-forward

OK! Now | just needed a builder’s photo, have the
photo and letter framed, and see if | could find a
model of Baldy Mountain.




Baldy Mountain Builder’s Photo

Baldy Mountain
July 1941, Pullman, Illinois

SOURCE: Union Pacific Railroad Museum archives



Framed Letter and Baldy Mountain Photo




But wait, Not So Fast ....

“Sorry, but the car was not the Baldy Mountain.
Further research has revealed that the COLA
leaving Los Angeles on November 6, 1947 was

scheduled to be the 17t Train.

Thus, your father was very likely riding Iin an
American series 6-6-4 sleeper when he wrote the
letter, assuming a normal trainset that day.

Which American sleeper is still unknown.

| hope you haven’t purchased a model yet ...I”
Dick Harley, February 2009

SOURCE: UPRR Complete List of Pullman Sleeping Cars, Issues #16, 17 and 18
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small number bax above the car atisndent. -Union Pocific Histoical Collction
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Projected COLA trainset departures from Los

Angeles to C

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

nicago as of May 1947

Fri

Sat

May

11

12

13

14 7th trainset

15 16th trainset

16 9th trainset

17 17th trainset

18 7th trainset

19 16th trainset

20 9th trainset

21 17th trainset

22 T7th trainset

23 16th trainset

24 9th trainset

25 17th trainset

26 7th trainset

27 16th trainset

28 9th trainset

29 17th trainset

30 7th trainset

31 16th trainset

June

1 9th trainset

2 17th trainset

3 7th trainset

4 16th trainset

5 9th trainset

6 17th trainset

7 T7th trainset

8 16th trainset

9 9th trainset

10 17th trainset

11 7th trainset

12 16th trainset

13 9th trainset

14 17th trainset

15 7th trainset

16 16th trainset

17 9th trainset

18 17th trainset

19 7th trainset

20 16th trainset

21 9th trainset

22 17th trainset

23 7th trainset

24 16th trainset

25 9th trainset

26 17th trainset

27 T7th trainset

28 16th trainset

29 9th trainset

30 17th trainset

July

1 7th trainset

2 16th trainset

3 9th trainset

4 17th trainset

5 7th trainset

6 16th trainset

7 9th trainset

8 17th trainset

9 7th trainset

10 16th trainset

11 9th trainset

12 17th trainset

13 7th trainset

14 16th trainset

15 9th trainset

16 17th trainset

17 7th trainset

18 16th trainset

19 9th trainset

20 17th trainset

21 7th trainset

22 16th trainset

23 9th trainset

24 17th trainset

25 7th trainset

26 16th trainset

27 9th trainset

28 17th trainset

29 7th trainset

30 16th trainset

31 9th trainset

August

1 17th trainset

2 T7th trainset

3 16th trainset

4 9th trainset

5 17th trainset

6 7th trainset

7 16th trainset

8 09th trainset

9 17th trainset

10 7th trainset

11 16th trainset

12 9th trainset

13 17th trainset

14 7th trainset

15 16th trainset

16 9th trainset

17 17th trainset

18 7th trainset

19 16th trainset

20 9th trainset

21 17th trainset

22 T7th trainset

23 16th trainset

24 9th trainset

25 17th trainset

26 7th trainset

27 16th trainset

28 9th trainset

29 17th trainset

30 7th trainset

31 16th trainset

September

1 9th trainset

2 17th trainset

3 7th trainset

4 16th trainset

5 9th trainset

6 17th trainset

7 7th trainset

8 16th trainset

9 9th trainset

10 17th trainset

11 7th trainset

12 16th trainset

13 9th trainset

14 17th trainset

15 7th trainset

16 16th trainset

17 9th trainset

18 17th trainset

19 7th trainset

20 16th trainset

21 9th trainset

22 17th trainset

23 T7th trainset

24 16th trainset

25 9th trainset

26 17th trainset

27 T7th trainset

28 16th trainset

29 9th trainset

30 17th trainset

Qctober

1 7th trainset

2 16th trainset

3 9th trainset

4 17th trainset

5 7th trainset

6 16th trainset

7 9th trainset

8 17th trainset

9 7th trainset

10 16th trainset

11 9th trainset

12 17th trainset

13 7th trainset

14 16th trainset

15 9th trainset

16 17th trainset

17 7th trainset

18 16th trainset

19 9th trainset

20 17th trainset

21 7th trainset

22 16th trainset

23 9th trainset

24 17th trainset

25 T7th trainset

26 16th trainset

27 9th trainset

28 17th trainset

29 7th trainset

30 16th trainset

31 9th trainset

November

/\

1 17th trainset

2 No Train

3 7th trainset

4 16th trainset

V.
5 9th trainsé

6 17th trainset

My
) 7 7th trainset

8 16th trainset

9 9th trainset

10 17th trainset

11 7th trainset

12 16th trainsel

714 17th trainset

~L3_0th trainset]

15 7th trainset




So, Which “American” was Dad Riding?

Pullman Standard built 119 American sleepers in 1942;
42 were sold to UP |n 1945 and leased back to Pullman:

American Ace American Escort American Progress
American Adventure American Falls American Rapids
American Ambassador American Flyer American River
American Army American Fortress American Royal
American Beacon American Haven American Sailor
American Captain American Heights American Scene
American Classic American Hills American Sentry
American Clipper American Home American Shores
American Command American Lake American Skipper
American Courier American Light American Soldier
American Cruiser American Marine American Star
American Eagle American Monitor American Tralls
American Emblem American Navy American Trooper
American Ensign American Park American Woodland

“Cars assigned to the COSF, COLA, and COP were painted yellow and gray;
Cars assigned to the COStL were painted two-tone gray.”

» Second Conclusion: If Dad was on the 17t Train,
then his car may have been American Royal.

SOURCE: Utah Rails website



City of Los Angeles Trainsets as of May 1947

gth TrainlLeaving Chicago May 14, 1947

7th Train Leaving LAUPT May 14, 1947

UP 5622

Las Vegas
C&NW 3423
Salt Lake

UP 5101
Little Nugget
Arroyo Seco
Beverly Hills
Santa Monica
San Fernando
Cabrillo

Sun Valley

Baggage

Coach

Coach

Coach-Lounge

Diner

Dormitory-Club

11 Bedroom

12 Section

4 Comp-3 Drawing Rm
13 Roomette-1 Section
4 Comp-4 Bdrm-2 Drawing Rm
Lounge-Observation

16t Train Leaving LAUPT May 15, 1947

UP 5624

UP 5361
C&NW 3417
C&NW 3429
UP 5102
Little Nugget
Figueroa
Arcadia
Palos Verdes
Lakeside

American Courier

UP 1522

Baggage

Coach

Coach

Coach-Lounge

Diner

Dormitory-Club

4 Comp-4 Bdrm-2 Drawing Rm
4 Comp-4 Bdrm-2 Drawing Rm
4 Comp-4 Bdrm-2 Drawing Rm
4 Comp-4 Bdrm-2 Drawing Rm

6 Section-6 Roomette-4 Bedroom

Club-Lounge

UP 5603 Baggage

Pasadena Coach

Boulder City Coach

C&NW 3428 Coach-Lounge

UP 5100 Diner

Hollywood Club-Lounge

San Dominguez 11 Bedroom

Wilshire 12 Section

Rose Bowl 18 Roomette

Los Feliz 4 Comp-4 Bdrm-2 Drawing Rm
San Gabriel 4 Comp-4 Bdrm-2 Drawing Rm

Baldy Mountain

4 Bedroom-Observation (but as 1046)

17t Train|Leaving Chicago May 15, 1947

UP 5611

UP 5359
C&NW 3426
C&NW 3430
UP 5103
Olivera

Playa del Rey
Imperial Hour

American Royal

Baggage

Coach

Coach

Coach-Lounge

Diner

4 Comp-4 Bdrm-2 Drawing Rm
4 Comp-4 Bdrm-2 Drawing Rm
4 Comp-4 Bdrm-2 Drawing Rm

6 Section-6 Roomette-4 Bedroom (1045)

UP 1523

Club-Lounge

SOURCE: The Union Pacific Streamliners by Ranks and Kratville




What does a “6-6-4” sleeper mean?

It has 6 Sections, 6 Roomettes, and 4 Double Bedrooms
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4 Double 6 Roomettes 6 Open
Bedrooms Sections

SOURCE: Union Pacific Railroad Co. Passenger Car Diagrams — 1941-1967




American Series Roomette Accommodations

Looking toward front of car

SOURCE: The Union Pacific Streamliners by Ranks and Kratville




But, “This is not The City of Los Angeles ....”

“Due to very heavy rains throughout Nebraska and
lowa the regular Streamliner City of Los Angeles
was delayed and did not arrive in Los Angeles in
time to make the trip to Chicago. The train you are
on is one made up of extra equipment, the best cars
we were able to assemble ....” June 1947

> In other words, “stuff happened” and the planned
sailing days of trainsets shifted to the right from
time to time. Therefore, the original projected
trainset schedule was of little value.

SOURCE: Union Pacific Railroad Museum archives




So, determining which car Dad was riding
came back to answering the two original
guestions:

1. Which actual trainset left LAUPT on November 6,
19477

2. Which sleeper on that trainset was the last car,;
that is, which car was “1045”?

Both questions were answered in 2014 by Dave
Seidel who personally researched the Union Pacific
museum archives.




Answer #1: Dad was on the 16t"trainset

FORM 2191—-THIN o7
{

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY

s N b v TELEGRAM

Omsha - Oct 23, 1947

H C Duvell C&NW Chicago
X-11. Effective with No 104 from LA Nov 3 Cabrillo will be

cer 1043, Santa Monlea 1044 San Fernendo 1045. C-96

C J Collins UPRR 1130am

This October 23 telegram alerted C&NW of
sleeper changes on the 7t trainset that will arrive
iIn Chicago on November 3. This means that the 7t
trainset will depart LAUPT on November 1.

SOURCE: Union Pacific Railroad Museum archives



Answer #1: Dad was on the 16t trainset (conta)

> If the 7t trainset departed LAUPT on November 1,
given normal sequencing, five days later the 16t
trainset will depart LAUPT on November 6.

Sun

Mon

Revised schedule leaving Los Angeles

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

at

November

1 Tthtrainset

2 16th trainset

3 9t trainset

4 17th trainset

5 Tth trainset

) T Ythtrainset

8 17th trainset

D

9 Tthtrainset

t| 10 16th trainset

t| 11 9th trainset

12 17thtrainset

6 16th trainset

13 Tthtrainset

14 16th trainset

15 9thtrainset

SOURCE: The Union Pacific Streamliners by Ranks and Kratville



Answer #1: Dad was on the 16" trainset (contq)

« American Courier was normally sleeper 1045 on the
16t trainset.

(Note, Dad’s letter suggests that the club-lounge may
have been dropped on November 6 leaving American
Courier as also the last car on the train.)

16t Train|Leaving LAUPT May 15, 1947

UP 5624 Baggage

UP 5361 Coach

C&NW 3417 Coach

C&NW 3429 Coach-Lounge

UP 5102 Diner

Little Nugget Dormitory-Club

Figueroa 4 Comp-4 Bdrm-2 Drawing Rm
Arcadia 4 Comp-4 Bdrm-2 Drawing Rm
Palos Verdes 4 Comp-4 Bdrm-2 Drawing Rm
Lakeside 4 Comp-4 Bdrm-2 Drawing Rm
American Courier 6 Section-6 Roomette-4 Bedroom
UuP 1522 Club-Lounge

SOURCE: The Union Pacific Streamliners by Ranks and Kratville



Final Conclusion: Dad’s car was American Courier

Memorandum ' Omaha - November 5, 1947
File: C-5718-701-2—

>ThiS November 5 | cyf 1205-4502-1
m e m O C O n fl r m S th at gsleeper Eﬁetﬁgl eiigzzncgﬁfiggeg;gitbg withdrawn for

Installation of newy trucks. We have no extra American

Am erICan COU I’Ier Series cars for glopping margin and if we were to with-

draw one of % Afrom somg other regular line to sub-
was the rear sleeper ;GS.IEE%EZESLX“ tgv?oui'“griii‘“be";‘ﬁeioiﬁ ol I8
. e amep¥can Courler.
on the 16 trainset at
the time of Dad’s trip.

We have suggested that the sleeper Olvera be

d as & substitute for the American Courier; also

or the two American Serieg ears in Traing 9-10 between
Kansag City and Denver. The Olvera is now enroute to
Calumet shops and we have suggested that Mr. Gogerty
appeal to the Pullman mechanical people to give this
repair work preference.

‘c . .
The Amerlcan Courler - Ag soon as the Olvera és outshopped, it can
. be placed on the rear of the 16th COLA, relieving the
Operatl ng aS the I’ear Ameriecan Courier. Before the American Courier isg
] th returned to the 16th COLA, it could relieve the two
Americen Series cars operating on the rear of Trains
Sleeper In the 16 9 and 10 between Kansasg City and Denver. _

COLA ....”

E. A. KL%

SOURCE: Union Pacific Railroad Museum archives



Mystery Solved ....

S0, the odds are very good that Dad was riding
In American Courier on his trip from Los
Angeles to Chicago when he wrote his letter to
the family

— not 100%, but very good.

« He was most likely in a Roomette rater than an
Open Section, and certainly not in a Double
Bedroom.




Now, how to get a model of American Courier ?

 In 2018, The Coach Yard announced plans to
release The Portland Rose in brass, plus two
additional American 6-6-4 sleepers — American
Royal and American Classic — “sometime” in the
future, so | ordered one.

* In 2022 at the Amherst train show | asked The

Coach Yard co-owner, Fred Hill, how | could re-

letter one of The Portland Rose cars for American

Courier once they were released.

 Fred offered to just change the planned
production run and rename American Classic
to American Courier!




My Coach Yard American Courier arrived In
April ....




. and here is the “builder’s photo” as no
actual photo of the car has yet been found

American Courier
May 1942, Pullman, Illinois




What’s Next?

« Update the framed letter and builder’s photo.

« Take Dad’s spirit for aride around the layout, and
thank him playing trains with me 78 years after
Riding on the City of Los Angeles.

Needless to say, I’'m indebted to Dick Harley and Dave
Seidel of the UPHS, two men | have never met nor talked
to directly, for helping me solve the mystery of Dad’s
sleeper car, and to Fred Hill at The Coach Yard for
reproducing my memory in HO scale ....




Questions?

“On the green light you go and on the red light you stop, because no
engineer would ever run a red light.”

“Engineer Bill” Stulla, KHJ-TV Cartoon Express, Los Angeles, 1954
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